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Janowska Labor Camp in Lvov, Fall 1942 (for location of camp, see Map 8, facing page) Map 9
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JANOWSKA CAMP
In September 1941, the Germans set up a factory in the
northeastern suburbs of Lvov, on Janowska Street. It became
part of a network of factories owned and operated by
the SS called the German Armament Works (Deutsche
Ausrüstungswerke; DAW). Jews were used as forced laborers,
primarily in carpentry and metalwork. The Germans established
a camp housing them adjacent to the factory in October 1941.

In addition to being a forced-labor camp for Jews, Janowska
was a transit camp during the mass deportations of Polish
Jews to the killing centers in 1942. Jews underwent a selection
process in Janowska similar to that used at Auschwitz-Birkenau
and Majdanek. Those classified as fit to work remained at
Janowska for forced labor. The majority, rejected as unfit for
work, were deported to Belzec and killed or were shot at the
Piaski ravine, just north of the camp. In the summer and fall of
1942, thousands of Jews (mainly from the Lvov Ghetto) were
deported to Janowska and killed.

The evacuation of the Janowska camp began in November
1943. Prisoners were forced to open the mass graves and burn
the bodies, as the Germans attempted to destroy the traces of
mass murder (Aktion 1005). On November 19, 1943, these
prisoners staged an uprising and a mass escape attempt. A few
succeeded in escaping, but most were recaptured and killed.
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